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1
METHOD OF USING AN INFLATABLE
MEMBER TO CUSTOMIZE AN ARTICLE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This applicationis a division of U.S. patent application Ser.
No. 13/093,238, entitled “Inflatable Member”, filed on Apr.
25,2011 and issued on Nov. 12, 2013 as U.S. Pat. No. 8,578,
534, which application is a continuation-in-part of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 12/490,954, entitled “Method of Cus-
tomizing an Article and Apparatus Including an Inflatable
Member”, filed on Jun. 24, 2009 and issued on May 31, 2011
as U.S. Pat. No. 7,950,432, the disclosure of which applica-
tions are hereby incorporated by reference in their entirety.

BACKGROUND

The present embodiments relate generally to articles of
footwear, and in particular to an inflatable member for fitting
articles of footwear.

SUMMARY

In one aspect, an inflatable member configured to be
inserted into an article includes an outer layer and an interior
chamber disposed within the outer layer. The inflatable mem-
ber also includes an adjustable portion disposed inside the
interior chamber, an adjustment assembly configured to move
the adjustable portion and a fluid port providing fluid com-
munication between the interior chamber and an external
source of fluid. The size of the inflatable member may be
adjusted by inflating the interior chamber and changing the
position of the adjustable portion.

In another aspect, an inflatable member configured to be
inserted into an article includes an outer layer and an interior
chamber disposed within the outer layer, a fluid port provid-
ing fluid communication between the interior chamber and an
external source of fluid, where the fluid port may be used to
inflate the interior chamber and an adjustable portion dis-
posed inside the interior chamber, where the position of the
adjustable portion can be changed. The adjustable portion is
configured to reinforce a portion of the outer layer and the
adjustable portion is substantially more rigid than the outer
layer.

In another aspect, a method of applying a graphic to an
article includes filling an inflatable member with fluid, chang-
ing the position of an adjustable portion disposed inside the
inflatable member, the position being selected according to
the size of the article, associating the article with the inflatable
member and associating the graphic with a surface of the
article. The method further includes pressing a deformable
membrane against a portion of the article so that the deform-
able membrane conforms to the surface, heating the deform-
able membrane and transferring the graphic to the surface.

In another aspect, a method of adjusting the width of an
article of footwear includes inserting an inflatable member
into an article of footwear, where the article of footwear
having an initial width and where the inflatable member has
an outer layer that can expand and an adjustable portion
disposed inside the outer layer. The method also includes
controlling the adjustable portion to increase the width of the
article of footwear to a predetermined width that is greater
than the initial width.

In another aspect, a method of adjusting the width of an
article of footwear includes using an inflatable member to
determine a customized fit for a user, where the customized fit
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includes a first width. The method also includes inserting the
inflatable member into an article of footwear, where the
article of footwear has a second width that is substantially
different than the first width. The inflatable member includes
an outer layer that can expand and an adjustable portion
disposed inside the outer layer. The method also includes
controlling the adjustable portion to increase the second
width of the article of footwear to the first width.

Other systems, methods, features and advantages of the
embodiments will be, or will become, apparent to one of
ordinary skill in the art upon examination of the following
figures and detailed description. It is intended that all such
additional systems, methods, features and advantages be
included within this description and this summary, be within
the scope of the embodiments, and be protected by the fol-
lowing claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The embodiments can be better understood with reference
to the following drawings and detailed description. The com-
ponents in the figures are not necessarily to scale, emphasis
instead being placed upon illustrating the principles of the
embodiments. Moreover, in the figures, like reference numer-
als designate corresponding parts throughout the different
views.

FIG. 1 is an isometric view of an embodiment of an inflat-
able member;

FIG. 2 is an isometric internal view of an embodiment of an
inflatable member;

FIG. 3 is an exploded isometric view of an embodiment of
some components of an inflatable member;

FIG. 4 is a side view of an embodiment of an interior
portion of an inflatable member;

FIG. 5 is an isometric view of an embodiment of an inflat-
able member with an outer layer removed;

FIG. 6 is an isometric view of an embodiment of an inflat-
able member with an outer layer removed;

FIG. 7 is an isometric view of an embodiment of an inflat-
able member inserted into an article of footwear;

FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view of an embodiment of a
portion of an inflatable member inserted into an article of
footwear;

FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional view of an embodiment of a
portion of an inflatable member inserted into an article of
footwear;

FIG. 10 is an isometric view of an embodiment of an
inflatable member inflated to fit an article of footwear;

FIG. 11 is a schematic view of a set of footwear associated
with an inflatable member;

FIG. 12 is an isometric view of another embodiment of an
inflatable member with an outer layer removed;

FIG. 13 is an isometric view of another embodiment of an
inflatable member with an outer layer removed;

FIG. 14 is an isometric view of an embodiment of an
inflatable member being used with a graphic transfer assem-
bly;

FIG. 15 is an isometric view of an embodiment of an
inflatable member being used with a graphic transfer assem-
bly;

FIG. 16 is a cross-sectional view of an embodiment of an
inflatable member used with a graphic transfer assembly;

FIG. 17 illustrates a schematic view of an embodiment of
an adjustment system;

FIG. 18 illustrates an embodiment of a customer trying on
footwear in a retail location;
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FIG. 19 illustrates an embodiment of a proprietor operating
an adjustment system;

FIG. 20 illustrates a schematic cross sectional view of an
embodiment of an inflatable last adjusting to the size of an
article of footwear;

FIG. 21 illustrates a schematic cross sectional view of an
embodiment of an inflatable last adjusting to the size of an
article of footwear;

FIG. 22 illustrates a schematic cross sectional view of an
embodiment of an inflatable last increasing the width of an
article of footwear;

FIG. 23 illustrates a schematic cross sectional view of an
embodiment of an inflatable last increasing the width of an
article of footwear while heat and pressure are applied;

FIG. 24 illustrates a schematic cross sectional view of an
embodiment of an article of footwear after an inflatable last
has been removed;

FIG. 25 illustrates a schematic view of a user selecting an
embodiment of a pair of footwear;

FIG. 26 illustrates a schematic view of an embodiment of a
retailer using an inflatable member to determine the fit of a
used article of footwear; and

FIG. 27 illustrates a schematic view of an embodiment of a
retailer using an inflatable member to create a customized fit
for a new article of footwear.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIGS. 1 through 4 illustrate views of an embodiment of an
inflatable member 100. In particular, FIG. 1 illustrates an
isometric view of the exterior of an embodiment of inflatable
member 100. FIGS. 2 and 3 illustrate an isometric view and
an exploded isometric view, respectively, of the interior of
inflatable member 100. FIG. 4 illustrates a side view of the
interior of an embodiment of inflatable member 100. The
term “inflatable member” as used throughout this detailed
description and in the claims refers to any member that may
undergo some degree of expansion upon being filled with a
fluid of some kind.

In some embodiments, an inflatable member may be
inserted into an existing article or object. In other embodi-
ments, an article may be made using an inflatable member.
For example, in some cases, an inflatable member may take
the form of a last that is used to manufacture an article of
footwear. In one embodiment, inflatable member 100 may
take the form of a last. In some cases, inflatable member 100
may have the shape of a shoe last. In other embodiments,
however, inflatable member 100 could have any other geom-
etry and/or size. In embodiments where inflatable member
100 is intended for use with footwear, inflatable member 100
could be used with any type of footwear including, but not
limited to: hiking boots, soccer shoes, football shoes, sneak-
ers, rugby shoes, basketball shoes, baseball shoes as well as
other kinds of shoes. Inflatable member 100 may also be used
with any type of non-athletic shoe, including, but not limited
to: dress shoes, loafers, sandals, and boots. An individual
skilled in the relevant art will appreciate, therefore, that the
concepts disclosed herein apply to a wide variety of footwear
styles, in addition to the specific style discussed in the fol-
lowing material and depicted in the accompanying figures.

While the illustrated embodiments are directed towards an
inflatable member in the form of footwear last, other embodi-
ments can be used for fitting other kinds of articles or objects.
Examples of other types of articles that could be used with a
graphic transfer assembly include, but are not limited to:
shirts, pants, hats, gloves, socks, any other garments as well as
any other type of article. For example, in another embodi-
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ment, an inflatable member could be shaped similar to a head
and may be used with a baseball cap.

As shown in FIG. 1, inflatable member 100, also referred to
simply as member 100, is intended to be used with a right
shoe; however, it should be understood that the following
discussion may equally apply to a mirror image of member
100 that is intended for use with a left shoe.

Referring to FIG. 1, for purposes of reference, inflatable
member 100 may be divided into forefoot portion 10, midfoot
portion 12, and heel portion 14. Forefoot portion 10 may be
generally associated with the toes and joints connecting the
metatarsals with the phalanges. Midfoot portion 12 may be
generally associated with the arch of a foot. Likewise, heel
portion 14 may be generally associated with the heel ofa foot,
including the calcaneus bone. In addition, inflatable member
100 may include lateral side 16 and medial side 18. In par-
ticular, lateral side 16 and medial side 18 may be opposing
sides of inflatable member 100. Furthermore, both lateral side
16 and medial side 18 may extend through forefoot portion
10, midfoot portion 12, and heel portion 14.

It will be understood that forefoot portion 10, midfoot
portion 12, and heel portion 14 are only intended for purposes
of description and are not intended to demarcate precise
regions of inflatable member 100. Likewise, lateral side 16
and medial side 18 are intended to represent generally two
sides of an article, rather than precisely demarcating inflat-
able member 100 into two halves. In addition, forefoot por-
tion 10, midfoot portion 12, and heel portion 14, as well as
lateral side 16 and medial side 18, can also be applied to
individual components of an inflatable member.

For consistency and convenience, directional adjectives
are employed throughout this detailed description corre-
sponding to the illustrated embodiments. The term “longitu-
dinal” as used throughout this detailed description and in the
claims refers to a direction extending a length or major axis of
a member. In some cases, the longitudinal direction may
extend from a forefoot portion to a heel portion of the mem-
ber. Also, the term “lateral” as used throughout this detailed
description and in the claims refers to a direction extending a
width or minor axis of a member. In other words, the lateral
direction may extend between a medial side and a lateral side
of a member. Furthermore, the term “vertical” as used
throughout this detailed description and in the claims refers to
a direction generally perpendicular to a lateral and longitudi-
nal direction. For example, in cases where a member is
planted flat on a ground surface, the vertical direction may
extend from the ground surface upward. It will be understood
that each of these directional adjectives may be applied to
individual components of an inflatable member.

In some embodiments, an inflatable member can be used to
adjust the size and/or shape of an article, such as an article of
footwear. For example, an inflatable member can include
provisions to adjust the width of an upper for an article of
footwear as discussed in detail below.

In some embodiments, an inflatable member can be used
with a graphic transfer assembly. A graphic transfer assembly
may be an apparatus or system used to apply customized
graphics to three dimensional articles, such as footwear or
clothing. Examples of graphic transfer assemblies are dis-
closed in Hull et al., U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/245,
402, filed on Oct. 3, 2008, and issued on Apr. 24,2012 as U.S.
Pat. No. 8,162,022, the entirety of which is hereby incorpo-
rated by reference and referred to throughout the remainder of
this detailed description as the “Hull case”. Examples of
graphic transfer assemblies are also disclosed in Rapaport et
al., U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/490,954, filed on Jun.
24, 2009, and issued on May 31, 2011 as U.S. Pat. No.
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7,950,432, the entirety of which is hereby incorporated by
reference and referred to throughout the remainder of this
detailed description as the “Rapaport case”. By using an
inflatable member, a graphic can be applied to various por-
tions of articles using a graphic transfer assembly, since the
inflatable member provides firm support for curved portions
of the article.

In some embodiments, an inflatable member could be used
to manufacture articles. For example, in some cases, an inflat-
able member in the form of a footwear last could be used to
manufacture footwear. In particular, various materials could
be assembled over the inflatable member to form an article
having a similar geometry to the inflatable member.

It will be understood that in other embodiments, an inflat-
able member could be used in conjunction with any other
systems or devices. In particular, an inflatable member is not
limited to use with a graphic transfer assembly or in conjunc-
tion with resizing and/or manufacturing footwear.

In some embodiments, inflatable member 100 may com-
prise body portion 110 (see FIG. 1). In some cases, body
portion 110 may be configured as a substantially monolithic
portion. In other cases, body portion 110 can comprise mul-
tiple distinct portions.

In some embodiments, inflatable member 100 may com-
prise outer layer 120. Outer layer 120 may form an outer
surface for body portion 110. Moreover, outer layer 120 may
enclose interior chamber 130. Generally, interior chamber
130 can have any size and shape that fits within the boundaries
of outer layer 120. In particular, the size and shape of interior
chamber 130 may vary with the thickness of outer layer 120.
Although the current embodiment includes a single interior
chamber that extends throughout a substantial entirety of
body portion 110, in other embodiments, two or more cham-
bers can be used. In some cases, in embodiments where two or
more chambers are used, the chambers can be in fluid com-
munication. In other cases, in embodiments where two or
more chambers are used, the chambers may not be in fluid
communication.

Generally, the material properties of outer layer 120 may
vary. In some embodiments, outer layer 120 can be made of a
substantially flexible and resilient material that is configured
to deform under fluid forces. In some cases, outer layer 120
can be made of a plastic material. Examples of plastic mate-
rials that may be used include high density polyvinyl-chloride
(PVC), polyethylene, thermoplastic materials, elastomeric
materials as well as any other types of plastic materials
including combinations of various materials. In embodiments
where thermoplastic polymers are used for outer layer 120, a
variety of thermoplastic polymer materials may be utilized,
including polyurethane, polyester, polyester polyurethane,
and polyether polyurethane. Another suitable material for an
outer layer is a film formed from alternating layers of ther-
moplastic polyurethane and ethylene-vinyl alcohol copoly-
mer, as disclosed in Mitchell et al., U.S. Pat. Nos. 5,713,141
and 5,952,065, hereby incorporated by reference. Outer layer
120 may also be formed from a flexible microlayer membrane
that includes alternating layers of a gas barrier material and an
elastomeric material, as disclosed in Bonk et al., U.S. Pat.
Nos. 6,082,025 and 6,127,026, both hereby incorporated by
reference. In addition, numerous thermoplastic urethanes
may be utilized, such as PELLETHANE, a product of the
Dow Chemical Company; ELASTOLLAN, a product of the
BASF Corporation; and ESTANE, a product of the B.F. Goo-
drich Company, all of which are either ester or ether based.
Still other thermoplastic urethanes based on polyesters, poly-
ethers, polycaprolactone, and polycarbonate macrogels may
be employed, and various nitrogen blocking materials may
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also be utilized. Additional suitable materials are disclosed in
Rudy, U.S. Pat. Nos. 4,183,156 and 4,219,945, hereby incor-
porated by reference. Further suitable materials include ther-
moplastic films containing a crystalline material, as disclosed
in Rudy, U.S. Pat. Nos. 4,936,029 and 5,042,176, hereby
incorporated by reference, and polyurethane including a
polyester polyol, as disclosed in Bonk et al., U.S. Pat. Nos.
6,013,340; 6,203,868; and 6,321,465, also hereby incorpo-
rated by reference.

Since heat and/or pressure may be applied to an inflatable
member (for example, when using the inflatable member with
a graphic transfer assembly or when stretching the width of an
article of footwear) an inflatable member can include provi-
sions for withstanding heat. In some embodiments, the inflat-
able member can be made of a material that does not degrade
or substantially deform when heated. In other embodiments,
the inflatable member can be treated with one or more heat
resistant materials. In one embodiment, an inflatable member
can comprise materials that are capable of withstanding a
predetermined amount of heat.

In different embodiments, the structure of outer layer 120
can vary. In some cases, outer layer 120 may have a substan-
tially smooth outer surface. In other cases, outer layer 120
may be provided with various surface features including, but
not limited to: ribs, ridges, dimples, bumps as well as other
kinds of surface features. In one embodiment, toe portion 11
of forefoot portion 10 of outer layer 120 is provided with
ribbed portion 125, while the remaining portions of outer
layer 120 may be substantially smooth. Using this arrange-
ment, forefoot portion 10 of inflatable member 100 may
provide enhanced grip inside the toe portion of an article of
footwear.

In some embodiments, an inflatable member can include
various additional features including inflatable portions.
Inflatable portions could be independently inflatable regions
of an inflatable member disposed. In some cases, the inflat-
able portions could be disposed on an outer layer of an inflat-
able member.

Inflatable member 100 can include structural components
that help facilitate inflation and that provide increased struc-
tural integrity for the inflatable member. In some embodi-
ments, inflatable member 100 may comprise support member
150, which is disposed within interior chamber 130 of inflat-
able member 100. In some cases, support member 150 may
extend between bottom portion 20 and top portion 22 of
inflatable member 100. In other words, support member 150
may extend in a generally vertical direction through inflatable
member 100. In other embodiments, however, support mem-
ber 150 could extend through inflatable member 100 in
another direction.

Generally, support member 150 may be configured with
any shape. In the exemplary embodiment, support member
150 can have a substantially rectangular cross-sectional
shape. In other embodiments, however, support member 150
can have any other cross-sectional shape including, but not
limited to, circular, oval, polygonal, regular, irregular, as well
as any other kind of cross-sectional shape. In another embodi-
ment, for example, support member 150 can be configured
with a column-like geometry having a circular cross-sec-
tional shape.

Generally, support member 150 may be attached to inflat-
able member 100 in any manner. In some embodiments,
support member 150 may be fixedly attached to inflatable
member 100. In other embodiments, support member 150
may be removably attached to inflatable member 100. In one
embodiment, support member 150 may be fixedly attached to
inflatable member 100 using support plates.
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In some embodiments, inflatable member 100 may include
first support plate 161 and second support plate 162. In some
cases, first support plate 161 may be disposed on an external
surface of top portion 22 of inflatable member 100. In addi-
tion, second support plate 162 may be disposed on an internal
surface of top portion 22. In other words, second support plate
162 may be disposed within interior chamber 130 of inflat-
able member 100. Furthermore, first support plate 161 may be
joined with second support plate 162 using one or more
fasteners that are further inserted through top portion 22. In
other words, top portion 22 is sandwiched between first sup-
port plate 161 and second support plate 162, which allows
first support plate 161 and second support plate 162 to be
anchored in place with respect to top portion 22.

In some embodiments, inflatable member 100 may include
third support plate 163 and fourth support plate 164. In some
cases, third support plate 163 may be disposed on an external
surface of bottom portion 20 of inflatable member 100. In
addition, fourth support plate 164 may be disposed on an
internal surface of bottom portion 20. In other words, fourth
support plate 164 may be disposed within interior chamber
130 of inflatable member 100. Furthermore, third support
plate 163 may be joined with fourth support plate 164 using
one or more fasteners that are further inserted through bottom
portion 20. In other words, bottom portion 20 is sandwiched
between third support plate 163 and fourth support plate 164,
which allows third support plate 163 and fourth support plate
164 to be anchored in place with respect to bottom portion 20.

In one embodiment, support member 150 extends between
support plates on top portion 22 and bottom portion 20. In
particular, first end 151 of support member 150 is joined with
second support plate 162. Also, second end 152 of support
member 150 is joined with fourth support plate 164. With this
arrangement, support member 150 may be held fixedly in
place between top portion 22 and bottom portion 20.

In different embodiments, the geometries of one or more
support plates can vary. In one embodiment, first support
plate 161 and second support plate 162 can have substantially
oval-like shapes. In some cases, the oval-like shapes for first
support plate 161 and second support plate 162 correspond
approximately to the shape of top portion 22. In addition, in
one embodiment, third support plate 163 and fourth support
plate 164 can have elongated shapes with rounded end por-
tions. In some cases, the shapes of third support plate 163 and
fourth support plate 164 can correspond approximately to the
shape of bottom portion 20. In other embodiments, however,
each support plate can have any other type of shape.

Although four support plates are used in the current
embodiment, in other embodiments more or less than four
support plates can be used. For example, in another embodi-
ment, a first support plate may be disposed on a bottom
portion of an inflatable member and a second support plate
may be disposed on a top portion of an inflatable member. In
some cases, the first support plate can be fastened directly to
the bottom portion and the second support plate can be fas-
tened directly to the top portion, rather than using a sandwich-
ing arrangement as discussed above. Furthermore, in this
alternative arrangement, the support member can be con-
nected to the first support plate and the second support plate.
Additionally, in still other embodiments, additional support
plates can be provided on different portions of an inflatable
member, including lateral side portions and/or medial side
portions. Another arrangement for a support member and
support plates is discussed in the Rapaport case.

Inflatable member 100 can include provisions for deliver-
ing fluid into interior chamber 130. In some embodiments,
inflatable member 100 may include valve 190. Valve 190
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includes fluid port 192 that is in fluid communication with
interior chamber 130 of inflatable member 100. Generally,
valve 190 can be any type of valve known in the art for
controlling the flow of fluid between two regions. For
example, in one embodiment, valve 190 may comprise a
one-way valve that helps to prevent fluid from leaving interior
chamber 130 but allows air to enter interior chamber 130. In
other embodiments, any other provisions known in the art for
controlling the flow of fluids into or out of an inflatable device
can be used.

Valve 190 can be associated with any portion of inflatable
member 100. In some cases, valve 190 may be disposed on
outer layer 120. In other cases, valve 190 may be mounted to
a support plate. In one embodiment, valve 190 may be
mounted to first support plate 161. This arrangement may
help to maintain the structural integrity of the connection
between valve 190 and inflatable member 100.

In embodiments where inflatable member 100 is used with
a graphic transfer assembly, valve 190 may also provide a
means of mounting inflatable member 100 to the graphic
transfer assembly. For example, valve 190 could include
threading 193 that can be screwed into a post or stem of a
graphic transfer assembly.

In some embodiments, support member 150 may be par-
tially hollow. Moreover, support member 150 can comprise
one or more fluid ports that are open on the sidewalls of
support member 150. For example, in one embodiment, sup-
port member 150 may comprise fluid port set 155. Generally,
fluid port set 155 can comprise any number of fluid ports.
Furthermore, each of the fluid ports of fluid port set 155 are in
fluid communication with a hollow channel 157 (see FIG. 4)
of support member 150.

In some cases, valve 190 may be in fluid communication
with hollow channel 157. Fluid introduced through valve 190
may therefore enter hollow channel 157, and eventually inte-
rior chamber 130 by way of fluid port set 155. In other words,
fluid port 192 of valve 190 may be in fluid communication
with fluid port set 155 of support member 150. With this
arrangement, fluid may flow between an external fluid source
connected to valve 190 and interior chamber 130. This pro-
vides a mechanism for inflating inflatable member 100.
Another example of an arrangement for introducing fluid into
an interior chamber is described in the Rapaport case.

Generally, an inflatable member can be filled with any type
of fluid including gas or liquid. In some cases, an inflatable
member can be configured to receive a gas including, but not
limited to: air, hydrogen, helium, nitrogen or any other type of
gas. In other cases, the inflatable member can be configured to
receive a liquid, such as water or any other type of liquid. In
one embodiment, a fluid used to fill an inflatable member can
be selected according to desired properties such as compress-
ibility.

An inflatable member can include provisions for enhanc-
ing support along various portions of the inflatable member.
In some cases, an inflatable member can include supporting
structures that reinforce portions of an outer layer to improve
shape and enhance rigidity. In some embodiments, an inflat-
able member can include adjustable portions that reinforce
portions of an outer layer and help provide a desired geometry
for the outer layer.

Referring now to FIGS. 2 and 3, inflatable member 100
may include first adjustable portion 202 and second adjust-
able portion 204. First adjustable portion 202 may be dis-
posed on lateral side 16 of inflatable member 100, while
second adjustable portion 204 may be disposed on medial
side 18 of inflatable member 100. In some cases, first adjust-
able portion 202 may be disposed on lateral side 16 of fore-



US 9,277,786 B2

9

foot portion 10. Moreover, first adjustable portion 202 has a
geometry that corresponds to a lateral side of a foot. In par-
ticular, first adjustable portion 202 includes contoured sur-
face 210, which is disposed against outer layer 120. Likewise,
second adjustable portion 204 may be disposed on medial
side 18 of forefoot portion 10. Second adjustable portion 204
has a geometry that corresponds to a medial side of a foot. In
particular, second adjustable portion 204 includes contoured
surface 212, which is disposed against outer layer 120.

Using this arrangement, first adjustable portion 202 and
second adjustable portion 204 may act to reinforce lateral side
16 and medial side 18, respectively, of outer layer 120 along
forefoot portion 10. In particular, first adjustable portion 202
and second adjustable portion 204 help to provide the desired
shape for forefoot portion 10 of inflatable member 100.

In different embodiments, the material properties of first
adjustable portion 202 and second adjustable portion 204
could vary. In some cases, first adjustable portion 202 and
second adjustable portion 204 could be substantially rigid
portions. In other cases, first adjustable portion 202 and sec-
ond adjustable portion 204 could be substantially flexible
portions. Moreover, in some cases, first adjustable portion
202 and second adjustable portion 204 could be substantially
more rigid than outer layer 120. In other cases, first adjustable
portion 202 and second adjustable portion 204 could be sub-
stantially less rigid than outer layer 120. In embodiments
where first adjustable portion 202 and second adjustable por-
tion 204 are substantially more rigid than outer layer 120, first
adjustable portion 202 and second adjustable portion 204
may provide enhanced support to outer layer 120. In particu-
lar, this arrangement helps provide a well defined contoured
geometry for inflatable member 100, which is useful for
increasing the width of an article.

Inflatable member 100 may further include adjustment
assembly 300. Adjustment assembly 300 comprises linkage
assembly 301 and motor assembly 380. Adjustment assembly
300 includes central linkage portion 302. Central linkage
portion 302 may include slider assembly 308 that can slide
within slot 310. Adjustment assembly 300 also includes first
outer linkage arm 320, second outer linkage arm 322, first
inner linkage arm 324 and second inner linkage arm 326. First
outer linkage arm 320 and second outer linkage arm 322 are
connected in a pivoting arrangement to second adjustable
portion 204 of central linkage portion 302. First inner linkage
arm 324 and second inner linkage arm 326 are connected in a
pivoting arrangement with slider assembly 308. Moreover,
first inner linkage arm 324 is connected in a pivoting arrange-
ment with first outer linkage arm 320 and second inner link-
age arm 326 is connected in a pivoting arrangement with
second outer linkage arm 322. In some cases, adjustment
assembly 300 may be designed so that as slider assembly 308
is moved to a forwards position within slot 310, first inner
linkage arm 324 and second inner linkage arm 326 are pushed
outwardly. Also, as slider assembly 308 is moved to a rear-
wards position within slot 310, first inner linkage arm 324 and
second inner linkage arm 326 are pulled inwardly.

In some embodiments, first adjustable portion 202 and
second adjustable portion 204 are connected to adjustment
assembly 300. In some cases, first adjustable portion 202 may
be connected to flange portion 360 of first outer linkage arm
320. Flange portion 360 may be disposed adjacent to the
pivoting connection between first outer linkage arm 320 and
first inner linkage arm 324. In some cases, first adjustable
portion 202 may include a recess (not shown) for receiving
flange portion 360. Moreover, first adjustable portion 202
may be connected to flange portion 360 by a pin, screw or any
other type of fastener.
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In some cases, second adjustable portion 204 may be con-
nected to flange portion 362 of second outer linkage arm 322.
Flange portion 362 may be disposed adjacent to the pivoting
connection between second outer linkage arm 322 and second
inner linkage arm 326. In some cases, second adjustable
portion 204 may include recess 214 for receiving flange por-
tion 362. Moreover, second adjustable portion 204 may be
connected to flange portion 362 by a pin, screw or any other
type of fastener. With this arrangement, the positions of first
adjustable portion 202 and second adjustable portion 204
may be moved using linkage assembly 301. This feature is
discussed in further detail below.

Although the current embodiment comprises a linkage
assembly that moves a first adjustable portion and second
adjustable portion simultaneously, in other embodiments a
first adjustable portion and a second adjustable portion could
be moved independently of one another. In some cases, for
example, a separate linkage mechanism could be used with
each adjustable portion. In other cases, other means for mov-
ing each adjustable portion in an independent manner could
be used.

Although the current embodiment illustrates an example
where adjustable portions are disposed inside an outer layer
of an inflatable member, in other embodiments one or more
adjustable portions could also be disposed outside of an outer
layer. In another embodiment, for example, the adjustable
portions could be connected to an adjustment assembly
through an opening in an outer layer. In such cases, the open-
ing could be sealed to prevent leaking. In still other cases,
some adjustable portions could be disposed inside an outer
layer while other adjustable portions are disposed outside of
the outer layer.

Motor assembly 380 may be disposed adjacent to linkage
assembly 301. In some cases, motor assembly 380 may com-
prise motor compartment 382 and electrical port 384. Motor
compartment 382 may contain an electrical motor or any
other type of motor configured to generate power for actuat-
ing linkage assembly 301. In some cases, motor compartment
382 is connected to slider assembly 308 in order to move
slider assembly 308 within slot 310. As slider assembly 308 is
positioned at different locations within slot 310, linkage
assembly 301 acts to extend or retract first adjustable portion
202 and second adjustable portion 204.

In embodiments where motor assembly 380 is electrically
operated, electrical port 384 may serve as a recharging port
for powering any battery or power supply required to operate
a motor. In some cases, a portion of electrical port 384 could
extend through outer layer 120 so that electrical port 384 is
exposed on an outer surface of inflatable member 100. This
would allow for the recharging of motor assembly 380
through an external charging source. However, in other cases,
electrical port 384 may be contained within outer layer 120
and not exposed. In one embodiment, electrical port 384 may
extend through recessed portion 159 of support member 150.

Motor assembly 380 could be activated in any manner. In
some cases, inflatable member 100 may include actuation
button 390. In some embodiments, actuation button 390 could
be exposed on top portion 22 of inflatable member 100. In
some cases, actuation button 390 could be mounted to first
support plate 161. This arrangement provides convenient
access for actuating adjustment assembly 300. In other
embodiments, actuation button 390 could be disposed on any
other portion of inflatable member 100.

In the current embodiment, actuation button 390 is shown
as a single button. For example, as actuation button 390 is
depressed, slider assembly 308 may move from a rearward
position to a forward position. Once slider assembly 308
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reaches the forward position, slider assembly 308 could
reverse direction and move towards the rearward position.
This would allow a single button to be used to actuate slider
assembly 308 in both a forwards and rearwards direction. In
other cases, motor assembly 380 could be operated using
multiple buttons. In some cases, a switch could be provided to
change the direction of actuation.

Although the current embodiment uses an electrical motor
to provide an actuating force for linkage assembly 301, other
embodiments could include other sources of power. In some
cases, hydraulic pressure could be used to actuate linkage
assembly 301. In still other cases, any other mechanism could
be used to actuate linkage assembly 301. In some embodi-
ments, for example, linkage assembly 301 could be actuated
manually using a lever or other mechanical device.

Adjustment assembly 300 could be associated with any
portion of inflatable member 100. In some embodiments,
adjustment assembly 300 may be mounted to third support
plate 163. In some cases, adjustment assembly 300 could be
mounted to third support plate 163 using screws 170. In other
cases, adjustment assembly 300 could be attached to third
support plate 163 using any other types of fasteners. In other
embodiments, adjustment assembly 300 could be attached to
third support plate 163 in any other manner. In still other
embodiments, it will be understood that adjustment assembly
300 could be attached to any other portion of inflatable mem-
ber 100. In an alternative embodiment, adjustment assembly
300 could be attached directly to outer layer 120.

Generally, the material properties of components of inflat-
able member 100 could vary. Examples of different materials
that could be used include, but are not limited to: plastics,
wood, metal, rubber as well as any other materials. For
example, adjustment assembly 300 could comprise plastic
components and/or metal components. First adjustable por-
tion 202 and second adjustable portion 204 could be made of
plastic, wood, rubber or metal. In some cases, support plates
could be made of metal or plastic. Moreover, the materials
used for each component could be varied according to one or
more desired material properties for different portions of
inflatable member 100.

FIGS. 5 and 6 illustrate isometric views of the interior of
inflatable member 100. For purposes of clarity, outer layer
120 is not shown. FIG. 5 shows adjustment assembly 300 in
a retracted position. In this case, slider assembly 308 is in a
rearward position within slot 310. In this retracted position,
first adjustable portion 202 and second adjustable portion 204
are pulled closer to central linkage portion 302 of adjustment
assembly 300. This retracted position may be used to accom-
modate articles of a relatively narrow width.

Referring now to FIG. 6, in some cases a user may adjust
the width of forefoot portion 10 of inflatable member 100 by
depressing actuation button 390. As actuation button 390 is
depressed, adjustment assembly 300 is actuated. In particular,
slider assembly 308 is moved forwards under forces gener-
ated by motor assembly 380. As slider assembly 308 moves
forwards, linkage assembly 301 is extended. As linkage
assembly 301 opens up, the linkage arms push out first adjust-
able portion 202 and second adjustable portion 204. This has
the effect of increasing the width of forefoot portion 10.

Although FIG. 6 illustrates slider assembly 308 in a for-
ward position within slot 310, it will be understood that slider
assembly 308 can be moved to any position within slot 310.
Moreover, as slider assembly 308 moves through slot 310 in
a continuous manner, the positions of first adjustable portion
202 and second adjustable portion 204 are continuously
adjusted. With this arrangement, the size forefoot portion 10
can be adjusted to accommodate various different sized
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articles. In some cases, the size of forefoot portion 10 can be
adjusted to accommodate different widths for articles of foot-
wear.

FIG. 7 illustrates an isometric view of inflatable member
100 inserted into article of footwear 700, hereby referred to
simply as article 700. In this embodiment, fluid line 702 has
been connected to valve 190. Fluid line 702 may be config-
ured to deliver some kind of fluid, such as air, for purposes of
inflating inflatable member 100. In one embodiment, this
arrangement could be used to adjust the width of an article of
footwear using inflatable member 100. For example, the
width of article 700 can be increased by inserting inflatable
member 100 into an article and expanding inflatable member
100 to a predetermined size in order to stretch the width of
article 700.

In another embodiment, this arrangement could be used to
measure the size of an article of footwear using inflatable
member 100. In particular, by adjusting the size of inflatable
member 100 until it fits article 700, the approximate shape
and width of article 700 can be determined. This fitting infor-
mation can then be used to adjust the sizes of other articles to
achieve a similar fit.

In still another embodiment, this arrangement could be
used for purposes of applying a graphic to article 700 using a
graphic transfer assembly. In embodiments where inflatable
member 100 is used with a graphic transfer assembly, the size
of inflatable member 100 should be adjusted to ensure the
surfaces of article 700 are firmly supported.

Prior to inflation, the size of forefoot portion 10 may be
automatically adjusted to accommodate the size of article
700. Referring now to FIG. 8, forefoot portion 720 of article
700 has width W1. Forefoot portion 10 of inflatable member
100 has width W2. In this case, width W2 is substantially less
than width W1. Referring now to FIG. 9, adjustment assem-
bly 300 may be activated so that the width of forefoot portion
10 expands. In particular, the width of forefoot portion 10
may expand until forefoot portion 10 has width W3, which is
substantially similar to width W1 of forefoot portion 720 of
article 700. In this configuration, first adjustable portion 202
and second adjustable portion 204 are disposed against inte-
rior surface 730 of article 700. This arrangement helps ensure
that inflatable member 100 adapts to the overall shape and
size of article 700.

In embodiments where inflatable member 100 is used with
a graphic transfer assembly, this arrangement provides
enhanced support for the lateral and medial sides of article
100. Moreover, this arrangement provides the desired con-
toured shape for the lateral and medial sides of inflatable
member 100, which helps to ensure that the contours of article
700 are properly supported during the graphic transfer pro-
cess.

Referring now to FIG. 10, once the width of inflatable
member 100 has been adjusted, inflatable member 100 can be
inflated. As seenin FI1G. 10, fluid may enter valve 190 through
fluid line 702. The fluid may then pass through support mem-
ber 150 and out fluid port set 155. As fluid fills inflatable
member 100, outer layer 120 may expand to fill article 700. In
this case, the initial size 1002 of inflatable member 100 is
indicated schematically. The inflated size 1004 is also indi-
cated schematically and is substantially larger than initial size
1002. Using this arrangement, the size of inflatable member
100 can be adjusted to different sizes of footwear in order to
customize the fit of an article. In cases where an inflatable
member is used with a graphic transfer assembly, using an
inflatable member with adjustable portions may allow for a
reduction in the number of lasts required to operate a graphic
transfer assembly. In cases where the inflatable member is
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used to manufacture footwear, using an inflatable member
with adjustable portions may allow for a reduction in the
number of lasts required to make different sizes of footwear.

FIG. 11 illustrates a schematic view of set of articles 1100,
including first article 1102, second article 1104 and third
article 1106. Each article has a slightly different width. For
example, first article 1102 has a forefoot width W5, second
article 1104 has a forefoot width W6 and third article 1106 has
a forefoot width W7. Moreover, width W6 is substantially
larger than width W5 and width W7 is substantially larger
than width W6. In one embodiment of first article 1102,
second article 1104, and third article 1106 may be associated
with a different shoe size. For example, first article 1102 may
be a size 9 article, second article 1104 may be a size 9%
article, and third article 1106 may be a size 10 article.

In one embodiment, set of articles 1100 may be associated
with inflatable member 100. In particular, the positions of
adjustable portions can be adjusted to various locations to fit
articles of a predetermined size. For example, inflatable mem-
ber 100 may be adjusted to a first configuration 1122 in order
to fit first article 1102. Likewise, inflatable member 100 may
be adjusted to a second configuration 1124 to fit second article
1104. Furthermore, inflatable member 100 may be adjusted to
a third configuration 1126 to fit third article 1106. It will be
understood that in each case, inflatable member 100 may also
be inflated to a different size corresponding to each different
article size.

It will be understood that in different embodiments an
inflatable member can be associated with varying ranges of
shoe sizes. For example, in one embodiment, an inflatable
member can be configured to accommodate any article with a
size inthe range between size 7 and size 8. In another embodi-
ment, an inflatable member can be configured to accommo-
date any article with a size in the range between size 7 and size
9. In still another embodiment, an inflatable member can be
configured to accommodate any article with a size in the
range between size 5 and size 9. The ranges discussed here are
only intended to be exemplary and in different embodiments
aninflatable member can be used with articles of any standard
or non-standard sizes.

In some cases, the material comprising an inflatable mem-
ber can vary to accommodate different degrees of stretching.
For example, in embodiments where an inflatable member
may be used with a wide range of sizes, the inflatable member
may be made of a substantially elastic material that is capable
of expanding over several article sizes. However, in embodi-
ments where an inflatable member may only be used with a
narrow range of sizes, the inflatable member can be made of
materials with a lower elasticity since the inflatable member
may only undergo slight expansion.

Using a single inflatable member for articles of varying
sizes can help reduce manufacturing costs over systems that
require the use of a distinct last for each distinct article size.
For example, an inflatable member can be used to provide
support for manufacturing or otherwise modifying articles of
varying different sizes. This allows a single inflatable mem-
ber to be used to accommodate a range of footwear sizes.
Furthermore, in embodiments where an inflatable member is
capable of expanding through a larger range of sizes, the
number of lasts required to operate a graphic transfer assem-
bly can be further reduced.

It will be understood that in different embodiments, the
positions of one or more adjustable portions could be varied
using any known mechanisms. Although the current embodi-
ments discuss using a linkage assembly to actuate the adjust-
able portions, in other embodiments any other mechanisms
could be used.
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FIGS. 12 and 13 illustrate isometric views of the interior of
another embodiment of inflatable member 1200. Inflatable
member 1200 may be substantially similar to inflatable mem-
ber 100 discussed above. For purposes of clarity, only some
components of inflatable member 1200 are shown in the
current embodiment. For example, in the current embodi-
ment, inflatable member 1200 is shown without an outer
layer.

Referring to FIGS. 12 and 13, inflatable member 1200
comprises first adjustable portion 1202 and second adjustable
portion 1204. In this case, first adjustable portion 1202 and
second adjustable portion 1204 are actuated using adjustment
system 1250.

Generally, adjustment system 1250 could be any device or
system for controlling the position of first adjustable portion
1202 and second adjustable portion 1204. In some embodi-
ments, adjustment system 1250 could comprise a mechanical
assembly. However, in other cases, adjustment system 1250
may not comprise a mechanical assembly. Moreover, in situ-
ations where adjustment system 1250 is a mechanical assem-
bly, the mechanical assembly could vary from the assembly
discussed in the previous embodiments. For example, adjust-
ment system 1250 may or may not comprise linkages. More-
over, adjustment system 1250 may or may not be powered
using an electrical motor. Examples of different kinds of
actuating systems that could be used to adjust the positions of
first adjustable portion 1202 and second adjustable portion
1204 include, but are not limited to: manual actuating sys-
tems, automatic actuating systems, mechanical actuating sys-
tems, electrical actuating systems, magnetic actuating sys-
tems, chemical actuating systems as well as any other kinds of
actuating systems.

Referring to FIG. 12, first adjustable portion 1202 and
second adjustable portion 1204 may be disposed in a retracted
position. In this retracted position, the width of forefoot por-
tion 1210 may be at a minimum value. Referring to FIG. 13,
first adjustable portion 1202 and second adjustable portion
1204 are disposed in an extended position. The amount by
which first adjustable portion 1202 and second adjustable
portion 1204 are extended be selected according to the width
of an article into which inflatable member 1200 may be
inserted.

In some embodiments, inflatable member 1200 may
include actuating button 1290. As discussed above, actuating
button 1290 could be used to automatically change the posi-
tions of first adjustable portion 1202 and second adjustable
portion 1204. In other embodiments, however, inflatable
member 1200 may not include an actuating button.

It should be understood that adjustable portions could be
associated with any of the forefoot, midfoot or heel portions
of an inflatable member. In other words, in some cases, one or
more adjustable portions could extend through the heel and/
or midfoot portions of the inflatable member as well as the
forefoot portion.

FIG. 14 through 16 illustrate schematic views of a graphic
transfer assembly 1600 that may be used with inflatable mem-
ber 100. For purposes of clarity, only some components of
graphic transfer assembly 1600 are described in detail in this
embodiment. Examples of graphic transfer assemblies,
including details regarding various different components, are
described in detail in the Rapaport case. It will be understood
that the current embodiment is only intended to illustrate one
possible use for an inflatable member. As discussed through-
out this detailed description, an inflatable member can be
utilized for other purposes including footwear resizing and/or
footwear manufacturing.
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In some embodiments, graphic transfer assembly 1600
may be associated with base portion 1602. In some cases,
graphic transfer assembly 1600 can further include first
moveable portion 1620 and second moveable portion 1622.
Also, first moveable portion 1620 and second moveable por-
tion 1622 may be further associated with first deformable
membrane 1632 and a second deformable membrane 1634. In
addition, graphic transfer assembly 1600 may further include
an actuation system that facilitates opening and closing of
first moveable portion 1620 and second moveable portion
1622. Any type of actuation system can be used, including
any of the systems discussed above.

In some embodiments, inflatable member 100 can include
provisions for engaging with graphic transfer assembly 1600.
In some embodiments, inflatable member 100 can include
valve 190 for engaging with post 1610. In some cases, post
1610 can be configured to deliver fluid to valve 190 for
purposes of inflating inflatable member 100. Also, in some
cases, post 1610 can include provisions for applying a
vacuum between first deformable membrane 1632 and sec-
ond deformable membrane 1634. In particular, post 1610
could include various fluid lines or tubes connected to various
pumps for inflation as well as vacuums. Examples of such an
arrangement are discussed in detail in the Rapaport case.

Inflatable member 100 may be configured to receive article
of footwear 1700, hereby referred to simply as article 1700.
Article 1700 may be fit onto inflatable member 100 to fascili-
tate transferring graphic 1710 to side portion 1712 of article
1700. In some cases, side portion 1712 may be a curved side
portion corresponding to a lateral side of a shoe. In some
cases, inflatable member 100 may be configured to provide
substantially consistent pressure along side portion 1712
while applying graphic 1710 to article 1700.

Referring to FIGS. 15 and 16, inflatable member 100 has
been inserted into article 1700 and also connected to graphic
transfer assembly 1600. Moreover, first deformable mem-
brane 1632 and second deformable membrane 1634 have
been closed around inflatable member 100 and article 1700.
In addition, a vacuum has been applied so that first deform-
able membrane 1632 and second deformable membrane 1634
are pulled taut against the outer surface of article 1700.

Prior to this, the size of inflatable member 100 may be
adjusted to fit article 1700 in the manner described above. In
particular, one or more adjustable portions could be adjusted
to fit the lateral and medial sides of article 1700. Also, inflat-
able member 100 could be inflated to a size that fits article
1700.

As seen in FIG. 16, first adjustable portion 202 and second
adjustable portion 204 are adjusted to fit the width of article
1700 in the forefoot. Moreover, inflatable member 100 has
been pressurized so that it fits the remainder of article 1700 as
well. In this situation, first adjustable portion 202 provides
shape and support to outer layer 120 in the area adjacent to
side portion 1712 of article 1700. This helps to ensure that
graphic 1710 may be effectively transferred to side portion
1712. In particular, it helps reinforce the desired shape for
side portion 1712 and prevents side portion 1712 from col-
lapsing under the pressure of second deformable membrane
1634.

An inflatable member can include provisions for adjusting
the size of an article of footwear. For example, in some cases,
an inflatable member can be used to adjust the width of an
article of footwear after the article of footwear had been
manufactured. In one embodiment, an inflatable member can
be used with a footwear adjustment system.

FIG. 17 illustrates a schematic view of an embodiment of
footwear adjustment system 1900. In some embodiments,
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adjustment system 1900 can be used to automatically adjust
the size, including the width, of an article of footwear. For
purposes of clarity, only some components of adjustment
system 1900 are shown in this embodiment. In other embodi-
ments, additional components could be used. In still other
embodiments, some components shown here could be
optional.

Referring to FIG. 17, adjustment system 1900 includes
inflatable member 100. For purposes of illustration, inflatable
member 100 is shown in isolation. In some embodiments,
inflatable member 100 may be attached to a graphic transfer
assembly, or any other components required to operate inflat-
able member 100. For example, in some embodiments, inflat-
able member 100 is configured to receive fluid of some kind.
Moreover, in some cases, inflatable member 100 may be
associated with one or more deformable membranes.

Adjustment system 1900 can include provisions for com-
municating, and in some cases controlling, the various com-
ponents associated with inflatable member 100. In some
embodiments, adjustment system 1900 may be associated
with a computer or similar device. In the current embodiment,
adjustment assembly 1900 may include a control unit 1910.
In one embodiment, control unit 1910 may be configured to
communicate with, and/or control, various components of
adjustment assembly 1900. In addition, in some embodi-
ments, control unit 1910 may be configured to control addi-
tional components that are not shown.

Control unit 1910 may include a microprocessor, RAM,
ROM, and software all serving to monitor and supervise the
operation of adjustment system 1900. Control unit 1910 may
include a number of ports that facilitate the input and output
of'information and power. The term “port” as used throughout
this detailed description and in the claims refers to any inter-
face or shared boundary between two conductors. In some
cases, ports can facilitate the insertion and removal of con-
ductors. Examples of these types of ports include mechanical
connectors. In other cases, ports are interfaces that generally
do not provide easy insertion or removal. Examples of these
types of ports include soldering or electron traces on circuit
boards.

All of the following ports and provisions associated with
control unit 1910 are optional. Some embodiments may
include a given port or provision, while others may exclude it.
The following description discloses many of the possible
ports and provisions that can be used. However, it should be
kept in mind that not every part or provision must be used or
included in a given embodiment.

In some embodiments, control unit 1910 can include port
1921 for communicating with display screen 1930. Likewise,
control unit 1910 can include port 1922 for communicating
with input device 1932. In some cases, display screen 1930
and input device 1932 could be the screen and keyboard of a
computer or similar device.

Control unit 1910 can include port 1923 for communicat-
ing with motor assembly 380 of inflatable member 100. In
some cases, control unit 1910 can deliver control signals to
motor assembly 380. In other cases, control unit 1910 can
receive signals from motor assembly 380. For example, in
some cases, control unit 1910 can use signals received from
motor assembly 380 to determine the angular position of a
motor within motor assembly 380. This information could be
used to approximate the position of one or more adjustable
portions of inflatable member 100.

In some embodiments, control unit 1910 may include port
1924 for receiving information from sensor 1940. In some
cases, sensor 1940 may be a force transducer. In other cases,
sensor 1940 may be a pressure sensor of some kind. By
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detecting force and/or pressure information, control unit
1910 may be capable of determining when one or more com-
ponents of inflatable member 100 are in contact with a portion
of'an article of footwear. For example, in some embodiments,
sensor 1940 may be disposed on first adjustable portion 202.
With this arrangement, sensor 1940 may be capable of detect-
ing when the force applied to first adjustable portion 202 by
an article of footwear is greater than a predetermined thresh-
old. This allows control unit 1910 to determine when first
adjustable portion 202 has extended to the full width of the
article of footwear.

In some embodiments, control unit 1910 may include port
1925 for receiving information from sensor 1950. In some
cases, sensor 1950 may be a position sensor. Moreover, sen-
sor 1950 may be associated with any portion of inflatable
member 100. By detecting the relative position between any
portion of inflatable member 100 and an interior surface of an
article of footwear, sensor 1950 can be used to detect a change
in the relative position and therefore when inflatable member
100 is in contact with an article.

It will be understood that in other embodiments control
unit 1910 may not be a separate component from inflatable
member 100. For example, in some cases control unit 1910
could be integrated into inflatable member. In other cases,
however, control unit 1910 may be associated with a com-
puter that is in communication with inflatable member 100.
For example, in some cases, a desktop or laptop at a retail
store may function as the control unit of an adjustment system
for controlling inflatable member 100 to adjust the width of an
article of footwear.

FIG. 18 illustrates an embodiment of an interior of a retail
location. Referring to FIG. 18, foot 2010 of customer 2000 is
measured to have a width W1. However, customer 2000
wishes to purchase article of footwear 2002 that have width
W2 that is smaller than width W1. Moreover, there are no
similar articles of footwear having width W1. In order to
accommodate customer 2000, proprietor 2030 may adjust the
width of article of footwear 2002 using an adjustment system.

Referring now to FIG. 19, proprietor 2030 may use adjust-
ment system 1900 to adjust the width of article 2002. Propri-
etor 2030 may place article 2002 on inflatable member 100. In
some cases, inflatable member 100 could be mounted on a
stand or post of some kind. In other cases, inflatable member
100 may be inserted into the footwear without being mounted
to any device. In some cases, inflatable member 100 could be
mounted to a post or device configured with one or more fluid
lines that provide a fluid for filling inflatable member 100. In
addition, proprietor may use computer 2110 to interface with
adjustment system 1900. For example, in some cases, propri-
etor may enter the desired final width for article 2002 into
computer 2110. In other cases, additional information can be
input including the initial size, style, and/or material proper-
ties of article 2002.

FIGS. 20 through 21 show schematic views of the process
of increasing the width of article 2002. Initially, as seen in
FIG. 20, inflatable member 100 is activated. At this point, first
adjustable portion 202 and second adjustable portion 204
may begin moving outwardly, in a generally lateral direction.
Also, interior chamber 130 may be filled with fluid so that
inflatable member 100 fills the interior of article 2002.

As seen in FIG. 21, first adjustable portion 202 and second
adjustable portion 204 may stop moving once adjustable sys-
tem 100 detects that inflatable member 100 has contacted the
interior surface of article 2002. In some cases, this can be
determined using information from one or more force sen-
sors. In other cases, this can be determined using motor posi-
tion information. In still other cases, a position sensor asso-
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ciated with a portion of inflatable member 100 can be used to
detect a change in position for determining when the inflat-
able member 100 is in contact with article 2002. In one
embodiment, first pressure sensor 1940 and second pressure
sensor 2302 may be used to determine when inflatable mem-
ber 100 has increased to the width of article 2002. In this case
first adjustable portion 202 and second adjustable portion 204
are stopped once inflatable member 100 has adjusted to the
initial size of article 2002, including the initial width W2.

Once the initial width of article 2002 has been determined,
adjustment system 1900 may control the movement of first
adjustable portion 202 and second adjustable portion 204 to
achieve the desired footwear width. As seen in FIG. 22, first
adjustable portion 202 and second adjustable portion 204
may be extended beyond the initial width to achieve an
adjusted width W1 for article 2002. This adjusted width may
correspond to the desired width of the article for fitting the
customer’s foot.

In some embodiments, an adjustment system can adjust the
width of the article beyond the desired width in order to
accommodate “rebound” or “spring-back” of the material.
For example, referring to FIGS. 23 and 24, inflatable member
100 may be used to adjust the width of article 2002 to a width
W4, which is greater than a desired customer width W1.
Furthermore, article 2002 may be kept in this stretched state
for a predetermined period of time. In some cases, heat and/or
pressure could be applied using one or more deformable
membranes 2502. In other cases, pressure and/or heat could
be applied in any other manner. As seen in FIG. 24, after
removing inflatable member 100, article 2002 may contract
slightly due to “rebound”. In this case, article 2002 contracts
from width W4 to the desired customer width W1.

Generally, an adjustment system may use any algorithm or
process for determining the final adjusted width of the inflat-
able member so that the final width of the article of footwear
is the desired customer width. In some cases, an adjustment
system could use information about the material composition
of'the article of footwear as a factor in calculating how much
the width should be adjusted to accommodate spring-back of
the material. In other cases, any other information can be
input into an adjustment system for calculating the width of
the inflatable member to achieve the desired customer width.

With this arrangement, inflatable member 100 can be used
to adjust the width of an article of footwear (or pair of foot-
wear) after the article of footwear has been manufactured. As
discussed here, this could be accomplished in any location,
including a retail location. This allows a customer to purchase
an article of footwear of a desired width in situations where
the retail location doesn’t have articles of footwear with the
desired width in stock.

An inflatable member could be used to custom fit an article
according to fitting preferences of a user or customer. For
example, an inflatable member could be used to determine the
approximate fit of an article of footwear already worn by a
user, which corresponds to a good fit for the user. In some
cases, for example, after wearing an article for a substantial
period of time, the article becomes broken in, and adapts to
the specific shape of a foot of a user. The inflatable member
can then be used to customize the fit of another article of
footwear in order to achieve a substantially similar fit for the
user.

FIGS. 25 through 27 illustrate an embodiment of a method
of customizing the fit of an article of footwear. Referring first
to FIG. 25, user 2702 may come to retail facility 2700 in order
to purchase pair of footwear 2710, which comprises first
article 2712 and second article 2714. In this case, user 2702
may already be wearing first article of footwear 2720 and
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second article 2722. In some cases, first article 2720 and
second article 2722 may be broken in so that they provide a
comfortable fit for the user.

Asseenin FIG. 26, in order to achieve a user customized fit
for first article 2712 and second article 2714, retailer 2730
may use inflatable member 2750. For example, inflatable
member 2750 may be inserted into first article 2720. The size
and/or shape of inflatable member 2750 may be adjusted until
the inflatable member 2750 has adapted to the fit of first
article 2720. In some cases, this process of fitting inflatable
member 2750 may be achieved automatically by using sen-
sors including any of the types of sensors discussed above. In
other cases, the process of fitting inflatable member 2750 may
be achieved manually.

During this step, inflatable member 2750 can be used to
determine the customized fit of article 2720. In some cases,
the customized fit can include a width. In other cases, the
customized fit can include additional fitting information as
well. Moreover, in some cases, the customized fit informa-
tion, including the width, can be stored in a database, such as
an online database that may be accessed by a user and which
stores various kinds of user profile information including
footwear sizing, apparel sizing and/or other preferences.

Following this, as shown in FIG. 27, inflatable member
2750 may be inserted into first article 2712. In some cases, the
size of inflatable member 2750 may be decreased before
insertion into first article 2712. This decrease in size could be
achieved by deflating inflatable member 2750 and also by
contracting first adjustable portion 2802 and second adjust-
able portion 2804. Once inflatable member 2750 has been
inserted into first article 2712, inflatable member 2750 may
be adjusted to achieve the shape and size associated with the
fit of first article 2120. For example, first adjustable portion
2802 and second adjustable portion 2804 could be extended
to preconfigured width so that first article 2712 has a substan-
tially similar width to first article 2720.

It will be understood that a substantially similar process
could be used to provide a user customized fit for second
article 2714. In particular, inflatable member 2750 may be
used to measure the approximate fit of second article 2722.
This fitting information could then be used to reshape second
article 2714 so that second article 2714 has a substantially
similar fit to second article 2722.

While various embodiments have been described, the
description is intended to be exemplary, rather than limiting
and it will be apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art that
many more embodiments and implementations are possible
that are within the scope of the embodiment. Accordingly, the
embodiments are not to be restricted except in light of the
attached claims and their equivalents. Also, various modifi-
cations and changes may be made within the scope of the
attached claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of adjusting the width of an article of footwear,
comprising:

inserting an inflatable member into an article of footwear,

the article of footwear having an initial width;

the inflatable member including an outer layer that can

expand and an adjustable portion disposed inside the
outer layer, the adjustable portion being disposed on at
least one of a medial side and a lateral side of the inflat-
able member;

controlling the adjustable portion to be disposed against

the inside of the outer layer on the at least one of the
medial side and the lateral side to increase the width of
the article of footwear to a predetermined width that is
greater than the initial width.
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2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the inflatable
member further includes:

an interior chamber disposed within the outer layer; and

a fluid port providing fluid communication between the

interior chamber and an external source of fluid, wherein
the fluid port may be used to inflate the interior chamber.

3. The method according to claim 2, wherein the adjustable
portion is more rigid than the outer layer.

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein the step of
controlling the adjustable portion includes a step of receiving
information from at least one sensor.

5. The method according to claim 4, wherein the sensor is
a force sensor.

6. The method according to claim 4, wherein the sensor is
a position sensor.

7. The method according to claim 1, wherein the step of
controlling the adjustable portion includes a step of increas-
ing the width of the inflatable member to a width that is
greater than the predetermined width.

8. The method according to claim 7, wherein the method
includes a step of applying heat to the article of footwear
while the inflatable member is inserted inside the article of
footwear.

9. The method according to claim 7, wherein the method
includes a step of applying pressure to the article of footwear
while the inflatable member is inserted inside the article of
footwear.

10. The method according to claim 1, wherein the adjust-
able portion includes a first adjustable portion disposed on the
medial side of the inflatable member and a second adjustable
portion disposed on the lateral side of the inflatable member;
and

wherein the step of controlling the adjustable portion

includes controlling the first adjustable portion to be
disposed against the inside of the outer layer on the
medial side and controlling the second adjustable por-
tion to be disposed against the inside of the outer layer on
the lateral side to increase the width of the article of
footwear to the predetermined width.

11. The method according to claim 1, wherein the adjust-
able portion comprises a linkage assembly that moves the
adjustable portion to be disposed against the inside of the
outer layer on the at least one of the medial side and the lateral
side.

12. The method according to claim 1, further comprising a
motor assembly; and

wherein the motor assembly is configured to move the

adjustable portion to be disposed against the inside of
the outer layer on the at least one of the medial side and
the lateral side.

13. A method of adjusting the width of an article of foot-
wear, comprising:

using an inflatable member to determine a customized fit

for a user, the customized fit including a first width;
inserting the inflatable member into an article of footwear,

the article of footwear having a second width that is

substantially different than the first width;

the inflatable member including an outer layer that can

expand and an adjustable portion disposed inside the
outer layer, the adjustable portion being disposed on at
least one of a medial side and a lateral side of the inflat-
able member; and

controlling the adjustable portion to be disposed against

the inside of the outer layer on the at least one of the
medial side and the lateral side to increase the second
width of the article of footwear to the first width.
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14. The method according to claim 13, wherein the cus-
tomized fit is determined from another article of footwear
already worn by the user.

15. The method according to claim 13, wherein the second
width is less than the first width.

16. The method according to claim 13, wherein the step of
controlling the adjustable portion is followed by a step of
inflating the inflatable portion.

17. The method according to claim 13, wherein the adjust-
able portion includes a first adjustable portion disposed on the
medial side of the inflatable member and a second adjustable
portion disposed on the lateral side of the inflatable member;
and

wherein the step of controlling the adjustable portion

includes controlling the first adjustable portion to be
disposed against the inside of the outer layer on the
medial side and controlling the second adjustable por-
tion to be disposed against the inside of the outer layer on
the lateral side to increase the width of the article of
footwear to the predetermined width.

18. The method according to claim 13, wherein the adjust-
able portion comprises a linkage assembly that moves the
adjustable portion to be disposed against the inside of the
outer layer on the at least one of the medial side and the lateral
side.

19. The method according to claim 18, further comprising
a motor assembly; and

wherein the motor assembly is configured to move the

linkage assembly.

#* #* #* #* #*

20

25

30

22



